
 

  

December 3, 2017 - First Sunday of Advent 

Saint Bernadette's annual report for the year ending 

June 2017 is included in this week's bulletin. Due to 

space limitations, Saint Mary Academy's annual 

report will be available online this weekend and will 

be in the bulletin the following weekend.  Be sure to 

take a few minutes to review. 

 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

ANNUAL REPORT 

2016-2017 
Dear Parishioners, 

 

This Annual Report for 2016-

2017 is a summary of our 

efforts over the past year to 

bring Christ to one another 

here at Saint Bernadette. 

 

Our efforts rest upon the six 

pillars of our Parish Strategic 

Plan: Worship, Fellowship, 

Formation, Neighbor Care, Operations, and 

Communications. Through these strategic foci we 

continually “seek to strengthen our relationship with God 

and all people through acts of charity, justice and love, 

proclaiming the Gospel, sharing the Eucharist, and 

developing our ministries.” (Saint Bernadette Mission 

Statement) 

 

I am proud of how we as a Church family have sought to 

discern God’s will and respond to God’s call over the past 

year. And I am excited about the path that lays ahead. 

Together we will continue to create a place where Jesus’ 

voice is heard, Jesus’ love is felt, and Jesus’ mission is 

embraced and accomplished to the glory of God the Father 

through our partnership with the Holy Spirit in faith. 

 

I thank the members of our Pastoral Council and Finance 

Council for their excellent leadership, and their desire for 

transparency so as to nurture everyone’s ownership in our 

great endeavor. May this Stewardship Report inspire you as 

it inspires me. 

 

Yours In Christ,   Fr. Jeff Nicolas 

Mass on the Grass!  June 25, 2017 
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Adult Formation 
 

Flocknote began during Lent 2017.  Nearly 2000 

(1994) parishioners received the 40-Day Lenten 

Prayer Challenge in their email box, averaging a 35% 

open rate (698 opens).  A 14-day prayer challenge led 

up to the Mass on the Grass, with similar participation 

results. 
 

Faith Sharing/Bible Study was offered in 7 groups 

in the fall and spring.  128 parishioners participated in 

the Fall Session and 68 participated in the Lenten 

Program. 
 

Other Faith Formation 

Opportunities included the 

Advent Day of Reflection, 

Advent talk on the “Gospel 

of Matthew”, Lenten 

Preaching Encounters, 

Lenten Presentation by Fr. 

Denis Robinson, and the  

Rally of Gratitude. 
 

Ongoing faith formation opportunities included Adult 

Christian Enrichment (ACE), Adult Bible Background 

(ABB), Men of Saint Bernadette, Adoration, Centering 

Prayer, and Men’s Leadership Bootcamp. 

 

Children’s Faith Formation 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

 On average,  35 preschool children and 45 

kindergarten to 2nd grade school children came 

together each week to Break Open the Word. 

 16 Adult Leaders, Assistants and Hall Monitors 

made this program run smoothly. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM FORMATION 

G.I.F.T. Program  

 Educated 275 students (160 families)  

 28 Catechists and Subs taught in 16 classrooms with 

an average class size of 16  

 15 Support Volunteers monitored safety, inside and 

outside the classroom, as well as the arrival and 

departure of students, 
 

Vacation Bible School  

 45 children from Saint 

Bernadette joined 118 

other children from St. 

Aloysius and Immaculate 

Conception for a fun-filled 

week at St. Aloysius’ 

campus. 

 

Youth Ministry 
 

 Renovated the Youth Room with new paint, lighting, 

couch covers, etc.— all with a $400 Budget! 

 Made blankets for homebound 

parishioners. 

 Took 30 youth to Holiday World. 

 Raised $1,500 by working at the 

Kentucky Oaks and Derby. 

 Led parishioners in dance at the 

“Rally of Gratitude”. 

 Hosted a “Day of Shredding” for 

the Community. 

 Developed a new vision for Youth 

Ministry using a “Team” 

approach with several young adult leaders and adult 

overseers at our weekly gatherings. 

 Established an Adult Advisory Board. 

GIFT Students with Archbishop 

Kurtz after Fr. Jeff’s Installation 

Mass (September 25, 2016) 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM CHARITABLE OUTREACH  

In 2016, over 75 parishioners 

donated 400+ service hours 

for  p lanning ,  sor t ing , 

packaging and delivering gifts 

to families and agencies for 

our GIVING TREE.. Once 

again, the Norton Commons 

community supported the Giving 

Tree by adopting 100 

doves.  Through the generosity of 

our parishioners, we provided 

gifts to over 550 needy 

indiv iduals within our 

Louisville community.  Gifts 

included toys, books, school supplies, bicycles, clothing, 

shoes, linens, cookware and other personal and 

household supplies.  Recipients included the elderly, 

teens, children, families and expectant mothers.  Among 

the recipients, were 32 families with 92 children 

referred by Atkinson Elementary Resource Center, 13 

refugee families (71 individuals) from six countries that 

were referred to us 

b y  C a t h o l i c 

Charities and 8 

teens residing at 

the Westport Group 

Home.   We also 

provided hundreds 

o f  g i f t s  t o 

individuals and 

families referred to 

us by Sister Visitor, 

EACM, Central State, TAPP, Catholic Charities Mother-

Infant Program, LifeHouse and St. Vincent DePaul.  

The Saint Bernadette Conference of SAINT VINCENT DE 

PAUL volunteered 676 hours helping 221 adults and 

children with emergency help such as rent, water, and 

LGE. This occurs during times of the year when other 

services/ministries are out of funds, people lose jobs, 

illness, and other special circumstances. Our parish’s 

financial donations help people over a hump and allows 

them to stay in their home. We fill in the gap so people 

can get on their feet. Vincentians made 14 home visits 

and answered 82 phone calls from people contacting us 

for help. We have 6 Active members, 8 Associate 

members and 4 parishioners who contribute financially 

with monthly collection envelopes. Our SVDP Conference 

is active within the Louisville Council: attend quarterly 

meetings, twin with other parishes to help clients, 

donate to two food pantries, and volunteer at the Soup 

Kitchen. Thankful for all the support from the parish, we 

make a point to give back. This year we donated to the 

StB Diaper Bank and volunteered as a group to serve 

one Coffee and Donut Sunday.  

 

EASTERN AREA COMMUNITY MINISTRIES 

As a member of EACM, the parish continues to 

contribute $1,000 on a quarterly basis. In 2016/17 the 

parish also pledged $1,725 to 69 people to help pay 

rent or a utility bill. Parish members also volunteer 

weekly working with clients or stocking the food pantry. 

Events and opportunities to support EACM are published 

regularly in the bulletin and on the Narthex monitor. 

Events such 

as Meijer’s 

m a t c h i n g 

donation days 

a n d  t h e 

D o n a t e 

Louisville are 

examples of 

such events.  

Again an auction basket was donated in March for 

EACM’s fund raiser. Several parishioners donated items 

and the parish donated a gift certificate. 

 

PARISH TWINNING — ST. LOUIS DE GONZAGUE, HAITI 

In September 2016, our Twinning committee hosted 

Father Bernadin from St. Louis de Gonzague Parish and 

St. Veronica School. Unfortunately, soon after his return, 

the city of Bonbon was devastated by Hurricane 

Matthew. During the year, our generous parishioners not 

only sent over $30,000 to help rebuild the church and 

school, but shipped 180 filters providing clean water to 

over 700 Haitian families, and funded the teacher and 

staff salaries for the school. In addition, a  Saint 

Bernadette parish newsletter was started to serve our 

“Society for St. Louis de Gonzague” members, who now 

number 70. Our plans for this year include a micro-

lending program to help our Haitian friends become 

entrepreneurs.   
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SAINT BERNADETTE CHARITABLE OUTREACH REPORT 2016-17 

DONATIONS TO 

 

Black & Indian Missions 

Catholic Higher Education 

Catholic Relief Services 

Catholic Services Appeal 

Campaign for Human Development 

Catholic Education Fund 

Crusade for Children 

Dare to Care 

Diaper Ministry 

Eastern Area Community Ministries  

Flood Relief 

St. Louis de Gonzague (Haiti) 

Holy Land 

Louisiana Storm Relief 

Collection for Military Services 

Opportunities for Life 

Peter’s Pence 

Retired Religious 

Rice Bowl 

World Missions 

Rent & Utilities—St. Vincent de Paul 

Rent & Utilities—St. Bernadette’s Social Services 

 

Total Charitable Gifts 

2016-17 Actual 

 

$           518.00 

$           317.00 

$        1,199.00 

$   143,080.00 

$           170.00 

$             20.00 

$        5,318.00 

$           630.00 

$        5,460.45 

$        4,000.00 

$           100.00 

$     53,447.00 

$             84.00 

$       4,521.50 

$        1,504.00 

$        1,098.00 

$           705.00 

$       6,694.28 

$        1,709.46 

$           235.00 

$    15, 496.95 

$        5,423.55 

 

$   251,731.19 

Percentage of  

Total Gifts 

0.21% 

0.13% 

0.48% 

56.84% 

0.07% 

0.01% 

2.11% 

0.25% 

2.17% 

1.59% 

0.04% 

21.23% 

0.03% 

1.80% 

0.60% 

0.44% 

0.28% 

2.66% 

0.68% 

0.09% 

6.16% 

2.15% 

 

100% 

 

Diaper Ministry 
19 diaper drives were held throughout the community, 

collecting 40,711 diapers.  With the generous monetary 

donations we received, we were able to purchase 

148,000 diapers from the National Diaper Bank at a cost 

of 2 cents per diaper - on average, the retail cost is 25 

cents per diaper.  Over the past year, we have given out 

over 200,000 diapers in our community (between 15 and 

20 thousand diapers a month). 
 

St. John Center for Homeless Men 
We donated two full carloads of supplies needed for the 

shelter.   
 

Habitat for Humanity 
Seven volunteers worked approximately 25 hours over 

the last year.  
 

Saint Vincent de Paul Soup Kitchen 
Six volunteers from Saint Bernadette traveled to the Saint 

Vincent de Paul Soup Kitchen once a month to serve an 

evening meal.  We have 32 active workers. 
 

Jamestown Clothing Drive 
Twenty people drove to Holy Spirit Catholic Church in 

Jamestown, KY, with 12 vehicles full of clothing. 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
On November 5, 2016 we collected 37 units of blood and 

had approximately 40 hours of volunteer service logged. 

On May 13, 2017 we collected 33 units of blood and had 

approximately 40 hours of volunteer service logged. 
 

Respect Life 
We raised approximately $3,600 last fall for Little Way 

Pregnancy Resource Center through the baby bottle 

campaign and approximately $2,500 for them in May 

though Mother’s Day rose sales.  
 

Louisville Day Treatment Center 
Volunteers provided a snack the second Friday of the 

month, along with a $5.00 gift certificate from a fast food 

restaurant for resident birthdays. 
 

Youth For Food 
Each year in November, volunteers at Saint Bernadette, 

Saint Mary Academy and Watkins United Methodist unite 

and join forces to help feed those less fortunate in our 

community!  In 2016, we collected 9,500 canned goods.  

We are very appreciative of our sponsors, Dean’s Foods, 

Panera Bread and Domino’s Pizza, for donating food and 

drinks for our volunteers!   

OTHER WAYS WE GIVE 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM PARISH LIFE & PASTORAL CARE 

The Saint Bernadette SUPPER CLUB averaged 11 

suppers every other month with 142 parishioners invited.  

Suppers were held in the homes of parishioners or the 

Parish Center.  They also hosted 2 parish-wide suppers in 

the Narthex. 

Nearly 100 BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE volunteers 

provided 11 bereavement meals following funerals at 

Saint Bernadette.  Volunteers also provided refreshments 

after the All Souls Mass. 

On November 21, 2016 Saint Bernadette hosted the 

annual ITALIAN DINNER with a Live and Silent Auction.  

Over XXX people attended and the event raised XXXXX. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There  are 40 parishioner Angel Pairs who connect 

monthly to check-in with one another in our ANGEL 

PROGRAM.  One person may be elderly; have chronic 

illness; or be near death.  Each person benefits from this 

relationship. Both persons become an Angel to the other 

(not just the person with the greatest need) thus the 

dignity and the ministry of each partner  is acknowledged 

and valued.  

 

THE YOUNG AT HEART ministry is made up of senior 

members of the parish who come together for fellowship, 

food, entertainment and enrichment. They meet most 

months for a luncheon, dinner or snacks and a program. 

The day of our meeting depends upon when the speaker 

is available. Programs can be entertaining as well as 

informative. There are about 35-55 who attend these 

monthly gatherings.  

On June 25, 2016 

approximately 450 

p a r i s h i o n e r s 

participated in the 

MEET, EAT, AND 

GREET UNDER 

THE BELLTOWER.  

Mass on the Grass 

was followed by a 

potluck lunch in the 

Saint Mary Academy 

Gym.  Fellowship 

and games were 

available outside on 

the campus grounds. The parish officially welcomed our 

new associate pastor, Fr. Seejo Thandiackal, C.M.I.   The 

event included a  Reverse Raffle which raised  $24,292.   
 

The Knights of Columbus Bishop Flaget Council at 

Saint Bernadette has 120 Knights.  In 2016-17 the 

Knights hosted the Holy Family Breakfast serving 200+; 

hosted a Clergy Appreciation Dinner honoring 40 priests 

and serving about 300 guests; repaired dozens of bikes 

for Catholic Charities refugee program; prayed the rosary 

at 40 Days for Life; 

hosted a pro-life golf 

scramble which 

raised $2,000 for 

Little Way Pregnancy 

resource center; 

volunteered at the 

Special Olympics; 

cooked all the meat 

for the Meet, Eat, 

and Greet Under the 

Belltower, as well as 

worked at various parish picnics in the community; sold 

Governor’s Cup tickets raising $2,500 for Gilda’s Club; 

Tootsie Roll giveaway raised $2,500 for three charities; 

sold Christmas 

Cards allowing a 

$500 stipend to 

four Seminarians; 

sold Donuts for Dad 

which raised money 

to buy infant 

f o r m u l a  f o r 

homeless mothers. 
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SAINT BERNADETTE ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT 2016-17 

REVENUE SOURCES 

Stewardship Collections 

Restricted Gifts/Donations 

Fundraising 

Grant Income 

Interest Income 

Program Income 

2016-17 Actual 

$        1,543,252 

$             29, 577 

$             27, 857 

$                4,582 

$                4,686 

$              33,840 

$        1,643,794 

 

93.88% 

1.80% 

1.69% 

0.28% 

0.29% 

2.06%       

2016-17 Budget 

$        1,480,650 

$                        0 

$              70,000 

$                1,500 

$                3,200 

$              65,396 

$        1,620,746 

EXPENDITURES 

Salaries and Benefits 

Maintenance and Utilities 

Program Expenses 

Supplies and Services 

Interest Expense 

Cathedraticum 
SMA Support & Tuition Assis-

tance 

2016-17 Actual  

$            415,356 

$            168,455 

$              70,604 

$              69,188 

$            168,850 

$           120, 695 

$            221,165 

$        1,234,313 

 

34% 

14% 

6% 

6% 

14% 

5% 

18%       

2016-17 Budget 

$            471,524 

$            172,055 

$            111,335 

$              78,560 

$            169,949 

$           110,398 

$            221,165 

$        1,334,986 

Stewardship 

Collections 

94% 

 

 

Program Income  

2% 

Interest Income  

Grant Income 

0% 
Restricted Gifts/

Donations 

2% 

Fundraising 

2% 

FESTIVAL RESULTS 

YEAR 

2010 

2011 

2012 

2013 

2014 

2015 

2016 

NET INCOME 

 

$ 44,722 

$ 37,758 

$ 40,163 

$ 34,818 

$ 43,145 

$ 40,268 

$ 24,292 

LAND BUILDINGS  

 

Land—STB 

Building—Parish Center 

Church and Furnishings 

Rectory 

Total 

 

Total Remaining Debt for Bond and Loans June 30, 2017  $     3, 962, 978 
 

The Bond was renegotiated June 30, 2017 and the rate went from 4.48% to 

2.98%.  The Republic Bank Loan was paid in full on June 30, 2017. 
 

The Building a Future of Hope campaign donations received from November 

1, 2009 through June 30, 2015 was $2,811,448.45 

AND DEBT 

 

$    1,252,447 

$    2,494,803 

$    9,215,391 

$        210,153 

$ 13, 172,794 

Actual Church Revenue Sources Actual Church Expenditures 

Sacramental Statistics 
 

Baptisms—80 

First Communions—84 

Confirmations—106 

RCIA—13 

Marriages—6 

Funerals—16 

Registered Families 

1952 

Number of Parishioners  

6,154 

 

SMA Support/Tuition Assistance 

18% 

 

Cathedraticum 

10% 

 

Interest Expense 

14% 

Supplies & Services 

5% Program Expenses 

6% 

Maintenance & Utilities 

13% 

Salaries & Benefits 

34% 

 
 


